
DARWEN TOWN COUNCIL

CLERK: REBECCA AF HAY
OLLISTAN,

 239 RED LEES ROAD
CLIVIGER,

NR. BURNLEY
BB10 4RF

LANCASHIRE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN DARWEN TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY,  

APRIL 4TH, 2017

Present: Couns. Taylor, Brookfield, Entwistle, Browne, Smith, Slater, Davies.

1.Welcome and introduction:   .
.

2.Apologies:  Couns. East, Perkins, Hollings and Rothwell.

3.Declarations of Interest:   Couns. Smith, and Taylor declared an interest as 
members of the Darwen Town Centre Partnership Board

4 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

These were agreed..

5. Mayor’s update

The Mayor had attended events at Darwen Heritage Centre, Ashton Park, 
Whitehall Park, Darwen Vale and the unveiling of the plaque at the spitfire in 
memory of two Darwen pilots. Coun. Smith said the latter had been an excellent 
event and thanks were given to the organisers, who were relatives of the pilots. A 

booklet had also been distributed. As the event also marked the 99th anniversary 
of the formation of the RAF, it was agreed to donate £150 towards the RAF 
Benevolent Fund. Coun. Slater thanked The Mayor for his hard work over the 
past year.

6. Deputy chairman’s update



Coun. O’Garr has resigned from his position and there are to be two elections in 
the Marsh House ward, following the death of Coun. John Roberts. A decision on 
the new deputy chairman is to be made at the AGM.

7. Dog fouling and 8. Vandalism

Coun. Davies said Coun. J. Smith had been invited to the meeting to speak on 
dog fouling and also on item 8 on vandalism, but had said he would come, but 
had not appeared. Coun. Browne said although he understood both items were 
technically borough issues, people in the town were feeling left out as no one 
was explaining properly what the solutions were. Coun. Entwistle said Jane 
Oakes of BWD had said if she was contacted by residents, she would take up 
their concerns. Also a private firm is to be employed to tackle dog fouling 
following successes in other towns.
Coun. Taylor said the issues should not be discussed because they are borough 
issues and should be discussed at borough level and if exceptions were made, 
other issues would keep coming to the town council and no time would remain for 
town council issues.

9. Finance

Authorised payments were made to:

R. Hay – £561.82 salary and expenses.
LCC pension scheme - £24.72 – clerk’s pension contribution.
BWD - £1,587.88 – signage for parks.
HMRC - £14 – PAYE
J. Barritt - £30 – internal auditor.
BWD - £13,924.95 – DTC Elections
WPS Insurance - £3,330.35
SIA Badges x 4 - £880
Pat McDonald Groundworks - £5,750 for Whitehall Park work
Douglas Signs - £1,542 – Ashton Park signs
Samantha Taylor - £220– marketing for council events.
RAF Benevolent Fund - £150 donation to mark spitfire plaque.
Highfield Church - £100 for chair hire for Darwen Day and Queen’s celebrations 
2016.
Go Bouncy - £135 – Bouncy castle for St George’s Day.
Circus Malabaristas - £552 – St George’s Day.

Lancashire County Council has confirmed Darwen’s contribution towards the 

clerk’s pension is 15.9 % from April 1st.

10 Correspondence

A letter was received re UK Parliament Week.
Darwen Heritage Centre had asked for a letter of support for a Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The clerk to sort out.



Rotary Club of Darwen had written with details of a stone monument opposite 
Boots on Market Street to mark achievements. No objections.

11 Updates

Coun. Smith circulated a parks budget breakdown and said it was hoped the 
same budget of £25,000 would be granted in the 2017/18 budget. Coun. Taylor 
said the parks were a credit to the volunteers who looked after them and the 
parks budget was playing a big role in the upkeep of the parks.

12 Any other business

Coun. Davies raised the Darwen Retail Survey and asked what the Darwen Town 
Centre Partnership had decided since the survey. Coun. Smith said the matter 
had been discussed and some exciting ideas, which will be circulated soon, had 
been raised.
Informal surveys have also been undertaken in the town to hear what the man in 
the street wants.
Coun. Slater said he was not happy that parking charges had now been 
implemented. Coun. Taylor said they only affected commuters and not shoppers 
and reflected the borough’s need to bring in income following Government cuts. 
Coun. Smith said the charges had gone through the normal traffic order 
consultation.

13 Public forum

An update on the work of the supporters of Whitehall Park was given and thanks 
were given for the council’s financial backing.

Thanks were also expressed to the council by The Friends of Ashton Park.

Questions were raised about subscription charges for park friends groups and 
why volunteers were not about in Sunnyhurst Woods to answer queries from the 
general public.

14 Part 2

Two items were discussed without the press and public present.

15 Date of next meeting

Wednesday, May 10th, 7-15 p.m., preceded by the AGM at 7 p.m. in . Darwen 



Town Hall. Agenda items to be with the clerk by May 2nd please.


