
DARWEN TOWN COUNCIL

CLERK: REBECCA AF HAY
OLLISTAN,

 239 RED LEES ROAD
CLIVIGER,

NR. BURNLEY
BB10 4RF

LANCASHIRE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN DARWEN TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY,  
JUNE 6TH, 2017

Present: Couns. Davies, Connor, Taylor ,Entwistle, Browne,  East, Rothwell, 
Smith, Slater, Perkins.

1.Welcome and introduction:  A minute’s silence was observed to remember 
those killed in the recent terrorist attacks.

2.Apologies:  Coun. Brookfield, Hollings and Salton.

3.Declarations of Interest:  Coun. East on Darwen Heritage Centre, Couns. 
Smith and Taylor for being members of the Darwen Town Centre Partnership 
Board.

4 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

These were agreed, with two minor amendments. It should read Spring Vale 
Church in the Mayor’s report and in updates, the orchard is at Whitehall Park.

4.1 Website

Coun. Davies asked re the latest position on the website. The council’s social 
media co-ordinator Samantha Taylor said Coun. Maxfield owned the domain and 
there were problems accessing the administration rights and therefore it was 
easier to start from scratch and build a new website. She said she needed input 
from the council as to what was wanted on the site and the aims of the council. 
Coun. Rothwell volunteered to help and Coun. Smith said Clitheroe Town Council 
had a good site. Coun. East gave examples of contents of websites in the South 
of England and it was agreed a meeting would be held to discuss design and 
content.

5 Mayor’s report



Coun. Davies said he had attended two separate minute’s silences for the 
victims of the terrorist attacks. He had attended the opening of the small 
business event and opened Darwen Live. Coun. Davies has been invited to open 
Darwen Dance Live and attend the breaking of the fast at Darwen Mosque, with 
an open invitation to other male councillors.

6  Deputy chairman’s report

Coun. Connor had attended two separate minute’s silence for the victims of the 
terrorist attacks. He congratulated Darwen Live organisers on the success of the 
event and it was agreed a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Trevor Maxfield. Coun. 
Connor said there should be more co-operation between the town council and 
borough council. He said the town council’s new events committee should help 
with the organisation of events as there are lots of volunteers prepared to help. 
He said the town council’s role would be to enable the events and over see.

7. Dog fouling and vandalism

Coun. Browne said he had approached Coun. Jim Smith of BWD several times 
re him visiting the town council to discuss the problems of vandalism and dog 
fouling, without success. Coun. Davies said Coun. Smith had promised to attend 
the July meeting. Coun. Smith said other parish councils with borough issues 
asked the questions at the executive board meetings of BWD and this is what 
Darwen should do in future. Coun. Entwistle said dog fouling, tipping and litter 
problems had been outsourced to private companies to deal with. This had 
proved successful in other boroughs.

8. Electoral Boundary Review

The matter had been discussed by all three parties and it was agreed that the  
town council was happy with the boundary commission’s proposals, but felt the 
names suggested bore no resemblance to the areas. The clerk to write and 
suggest the following in line with the borough council. Darwen East, Darwen 
West, Darwen South and Darwen South Rural.

9. Finance

It was agreed to continue the annual grant of £1,500 to Darwen Gala. Permission 
was asked to put up promotional signage for the gala on railings. This permission 
would have to be gained from BWD. It was suggested that because of problems 
of people putting unauthorised signs up, the gala signage be put on Darwen 
Town Hall. The gala committee to approach BWD.

Coun. Connor had spoken to Mr Gent re taking down the St George’s Day flags. 
A quote of £280 was agreed. Following an invoice query by Mr Gent, the clerk 
advised that payment had been made last June which covered all flag work last 
year.



Paid in:
£500 – Walter Chadwick catering for Darwen Live.
£934.85 – Darwen Live collection.
£9,424.64 – VAT refund.
£454 – donations towards John Firth memorial bench.

Authorised payments were made to:

R. Hay – £586.45
LCC pension scheme - £25.85 – clerk’s pension contribution
Barclays Bank - £12.50 –cancelled cheque.
Ark Plastics Ltd for John Firth memorial bench - £544.80
Portable Toilet Company - £2,274 for Darwen Live.
Showsec Security - £586.32 for Darwen Live.
MDR - £4,490.20 – Darwen Live t shirts and hoodies
Mersey Medical Services - £620 – Darwen Live.
Lancashire College of Further Education - £540 – SIA course.
Solid Entertainments - £2,394 – Darwen Live stage management.
Bright Lites – £1,872 for Darwen Live lighting.
Darwen Gala donation - £1,500.
PAC wristbands - £381.60, wristbands for Darwen Dance Live.
Henry Christopher Printers - £911 – Darwen Dance Live booklets.
Lancashire Police - £4,200 – Darwen Live police.

Coun. Browne questioned the expenditure on the hoodies and t shirts for Darwen 
Live. Organiser Mr Trevor Maxfield said the majority of the hoodies and t shirts 
were sold and the profits used to pay on the day expenses. He agreed to give a 
financial break down for councillors.

9 Correspondence

A letter was received from BWD asking if "proper and robust procurement 
processes are in place regarding the provision of licensed bar faciltiies'' at 
Darwen Live. Mr Maxfield, organiser, confirmed this.

Register of Interest forms were circulated and need to be returned directly to 
BWD.

10 Updates



Coun. Smith to pass on an application to the parks committee. Coun. Smith said 
the borough were offering the town council around eight silver flower tubs which 
are not needed any more. It was agreed that these will be sited at the central 
reservation of the motorway in Darwen and planted up as part of the floral 
project.

Committees formed:

Parks: Couns. Brookfield, Perkins, Browne and Rothwell.
Events: Couns. Rothwell, Perkins, Entwistle.
Finance: Couns. East, Hollings and Connor.
Crown Awards: Couns. Salton, Smith and Davies.

An application for funding for Darwen Subscription Bowling Club was turned 
down because it is a private club and any group which applies to the council has 
to be open to all Darwen residents.

11 Any other business

Coun. Taylor said he was unhappy with a letter in the Lancashire Evening 
Telepgraph from Coun. Browne which criticised former Coun. John Roberts.

Coun. East asked whether planning applications could be circulated to town 
councillors to comment on. Coun. Smith said there was a new system and he 
would look into it.

12. Public forum

Clarification of the committee make up was asked for and given.

13 Date of next meeting.

July 4th 7 p.m. in Darwen Town Hall. Agenda items to be with the clerk by June 

27th.


