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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN DARWEN TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY,  

NOVEMBER 7TH, 2017

Present: Couns. Davies, Connor, Perkins ,Entwistle, East, Salton, Smith, Slater, 
Rothwell, Browne.

1.Welcome and introduction:  

2.Apologies:  Couns. Taylor, Brookfield and Hollings.

3.Declarations of Interest:  None.

4 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

These were agreed.

5 Public forum

No notice of the meeting had been put on the council noticeboard and a member 
of public said the meeting was therefore illegal. Coun. Davis said he had 
forgotten to post the agenda. The clerk said notices re the meeting had been 
made public via the website and library and so all was inorder.

A report on the progress of Whitehall Park Supporters Group was given and 

latest events advertised. The Mayor was invited to an event on December 16th. 
Two trees had blown down in the recent bad weather and BWD had been swift in 
taking action. Path work costing up to £10,000 is needed and it is hoped BWD 
will help towards finances.

More information was sought on litter and dog fouling enforcement work in the 



borough and particulary the schedule for Darwen. Councillors assured the public 
that Darwen does have regular enforcement work and the town council is keen to 
work more with the borough to raise the profile of problems and come up with 
more enforcement ideas.Residents are urged to pass on problems to BWD for 
immediate action.

6 Mayor’s report

Coun. Davies gave an update on the events he had attended including Whitehall 
Park, Crown Awards, Academy opening and the food festival. He praised the 
food festival organising team for their efforts.

7 Deputy leader’s report

Coun. Connor reported on the bonfire and thanked the cricket club for their 
efforts. Chairs have been bought along with flags and are now in storage. 

9.  Finance

Paid in: £1,897 – Mayor of Darwen’s fund from donation at the bonfire.

Authorised payments: 

£599.23 Rebecca Hay, salary and expenses for clerk.
£25.85 – LCC – clerk’s pension contribution.
£590 – S Taylor – social media.
£971.23 – Performing Rights Society for Darwen Live.
£1,710 – Kays – traffic management for Darwen Live.
£1,825.77 – Showsec , extra security for Darwen Live.
£300 – G. Gent – flag removal.
£1,499.98 – Front Row furniture for ex-Rio games chairs.
£48 – Front Row furniture for delivery.
£117 – Whitehall Supporters Group for hire of gazebos and chairs for food and 
brass band festivals.
£269.97 – Whitehall Supporters Group for replacement gazebo.
£3,806 – Four Seasons garden centre for planting of autumn floral projects.
£1,429.40 – Four Seasons garden centre for provision and maintenance of extra 
autumn railing planters.
£170 – BWD – food bins for food festival.
£1,392 – United Flags and Flagstaffs for St George flags.
£50.99 – Argos for replacement printer and cartridges.
£955.80 – Professional Security – food festival.
£599.23 – Smith’s Hire for generators for food festival.
£186.60 – SG Animal Feeds for food festival.
£100 – poppy appeal.
£40 – J. Barritt for PAYE.



10 Correspondence

A letter of thanks from Darwen Camera Club was received following their 
successful grant from the Crown Awards.

11 Updates

Coun. Smith said Crown Awards had been made to Darwen Karate Club, Darwen 
Camera Club and Trinity Morris Dancers.

Coun. Browne said the parks committee had received follow on reports after 
grants from Whitehall Park and Bold Venture Park and he is awaiting one from 
The Friends of Sunnyhurst Woods.

Sam Taylor of the events committee gave a full report on the success of the food 
festival and thanked the legion of support and volunteers who helped resolve 
many problems to ensure the event was a huge success.

She said lessons had to be learnt from using the site of the former three day 
market including a need for lighting, power points, better gazebos, to cut down on 
future costs. Coun Smith said these matters could be discussed by the Darwen 
Town Centre Partnership Board to resolve.

Public response had called for a Christmas market and councillors agreed this 
would be a good idea. Coun. Connor said he hoped the town council could work 
with the borough council as part of the annual festive events. Organisers would 
be careful not to duplicate what is already on offer in the indoor market. A budget 
of £7,000 was agreed. It was also agreed to look at the marketing budget for this 
and other events to reflect the work of volunteers. It was agreed that Coun. 
Rothwell and Sam Taylor would come up with an calendar of events for 2018 to 
allow publicity to start. Any new events would have to be added to the council’s 
insurance policy.

Coun. East said there had been several controversial planning applications in 
Darwen and suggested an adhoc planning group to deal with these.

Coun. Smith gave an update on the industrial trail and said a quote for £840 plus 
VAT had been received for the remaining work needed. This was agreed.

Coun. East distributed Darwen Heritage Centre leaflets and it was suggested that 
the sponsorship of Darwen Town Council for the leaflets, should be highlighted 
more.

Coun. Browne urged fellow councillors to attend the Remembrance Day at Bold 
Venture Park as this is the first time held here since 1973. Coun. East gave 
details of the Friends of Darwen Cemetery service.

12 Any other business



Dealt with above.

13 Part 2

One item was discussed in private.

14 Date of next meeting.

December 5th, 7 p.m. in Darwen Town Hall. Agenda items to be with the clerk by 
November 30th please. There is no meeting in January.


