
DARWEN TOWN COUNCIL

CLERK: REBECCA AF HAY
OLLISTAN,

 239 RED LEES ROAD
CLIVIGER,

NR. BURNLEY
BB10 4RF

LANCASHIRE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN DARWEN TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY,  
JULY 4TH, 2017

Present: Couns. Davies, Connor, Taylor ,Entwistle, Brookfield,  East, Rothwell, 
Smith, Slater, Hollings and Salton.

1.Welcome and introduction:  

2.Apologies:  Couns. Browne and Perkins.

3.Declarations of Interest:  Coun. East on the item 7, Coun. Connor on item 5, 
Couns. Davies and Entwistle on item 10 and Coun. Rothwell on item 12.

4 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

These were agreed.

5 Sgt Shaun Pearson

Insp Khan of Darwen Police attended the meeting to introduce the new Sgt for 
the town, Shaun Pearson who replaces Sgt Dave Sherrington, who has retired. 
Sgt Pearson outlined his work in the town and said as he was born and bred in 
the town, he was dedicated to working for the benefit of the community. Insp 
Khan gave an update on policing in the town and gave details of the saving 
which have to be made. Questions over the effects of the increasing night time 
economy, future of the front enquiry desk, 101 number and troubled families were 
discussed. Coun. East outlined plans by the local Imam to try and bring the local 
faiths together following the recent terrorist attacks.

6 Coun Jim Smith

Coun Smith attended the meeting to give an update on the work to combat litter 
and vandalism problems in Darwen. He said Government funding cuts had seen 



a decrease in borough services and this had a knock on effect. A private 
company is to be brought in to tackle the problems, at no cost to the council. 
Children are being educated in schools re the problems and leaflets explaining 
the bin system have been distributed to all homes in Darwen. It was agreed part 
of the problem is private landlords not providing bins and there was concern that 
the recycling process is too complicated. Coun. Smith urged the town council to 
lobby Jake Berry MP for more money to tackle the problem, buy litter pickers for 
people to use, especially in the parks, and encourage more education regarding 
the problems.

7 Life Education

A presentation was made by the Rotary Club of Darwen and a Life Education 
specialist explaining the benefits of the scheme and how it currently is funded 
through the WM and BW Lloyd Charity Trust. Details of schools signed up to the 
scheme were circulated along with costings to get more schools involved. It was 
agreed that the council commit to at least the minimum cost of the scheme to 
benefit schools in the precept area through one school cycle and this is to be 
discussed further at the finance committee to see if more funds can be pledged. 
It was also agreed to contact in the future all the schools and parent associations 
to encourage them to sign up. 

8. Mayor’s update

The Mayor had attended a tea and cake afternoon at Acorn House and opened 
Darwen Dance Live. Coun. Rothwell was thanked for her hard work organising 
the event.

9. Deputy chairman’s report

Coun. Connor said he attended the Armed Forces raising of the flag event with 
Couns. Davies and Entwistle. He said a full planning application had gone in for 
the demolition of the three day market building and the creation of a new town 
square and proposed screening to the Market Hall loading bays.

9. Finance

Authorised payments were made to:

R. Hay – £591.66
LCC pension scheme - £25.85 – clerk’s pension contribution
Post Office Counters - £28 for stamps.
HMRC - £53.60 for PAYE
Henry Christopher Printers - £29 for Darwen Dance leaflets.



TMEC Productions - £5,220 – Darwen Live stage management.
Four Seasons Garden Centre - £4,398 – summer planting.
Historia Normanis - £400 – St George’s Day.
S. Taylor - £441 – social media co ordinator.
Ignite Parties - £165 – Darwen Dance.
David Gibson - £109.80 – Darwen Dance workshop.
Go Bouncy - £210 – Darwen Dance bouncy castle
Carrie Ellis - £313.20 – Darwen Dance workshop.
V. Rothwell – Darwen Dance expenses.
A. Tierney - £80 – Darwen Dance workshop.
Helen Vidotti - £166 and £432 for Darwen Dance workshops and adjudication.
Dance Syndrome - £90 – Darwen Dance workshop.
SOSA Dance Ltd - £100 – Darwen Dance workshop.
Luke Lord - £220 – SIA badge
G. Gent - £218.50 – erection and removal of Union flags.
School Lettings - £850 – Darwen Dance
G. Gillett - £72 – signwriting for Mayoral board.

A request for funding to help celebrate the 120th anniversary of Darwen Bowling 
Subscription Club was rejected on the grounds it is a commercial business. 
Coun. East said the club could be promoted through the heritage days scheme.

11 Correspondence

A request for funding by a cheerleading group was referred to the Crown Paints 
Awards.

An invitation to Darwen Brass concert on September 22nd at 7-30 p.m. in 
Darwen Library Theatre was circulated to members. Five tickets are available.

12 Updates

An events committee meeting is to take place on Friday, July 7th at 11 am. in 
Darwen Town Hall to discuss events including 1940s day and youth festival. 
Clarification over funding for the youth festival was sought. Darwen Town Council 
is funding the youth festival and BWD helping organise it. 

Coun. East said heritage leaflets were available.

12 Any other business

None.



12. Public forum

Darwen Gala committee members attended to say a BWD event was being held 
on the site a week before which would hinder their preparations. Coun. Taylor to 
look into.

After the decision not to support the bowling club request, the council was 
questioned over a grant given to Newrad Fisheries some years ago, despite it 
being a private club. The clerk said this was granted before the Crown Awards 
scheme was set up.

Oswestry Heritage Centre officials had visited Darwen to see the work of Brent 
Stevenson who is creating special memorial stones and they had been so 
impressed, they intend to incorporate the ideas into their own scheme.

Samantha Taylor gave an update on the new website and councillors were asked 
to consider spending £150 on professional photos of members for the website.

13 Date of next meeting.

September 5th 7 p.m. in Darwen Town Hall. Agenda items to be with the clerk by 

August 29th please.


